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Treasures We Found. 

1, Variegated limpet, x1, A is the lateral elevation. 2, Hairy 
ark, x0,7 3, White poneroplax chiton, x1 4, Pearled euchelus, 
x2 5. Short spindle shell, x0.35 6, Checkered top shell, x14 
7, Ribbed top shell, x14 8 Adelaide top shell, x1.4 - See Pt 
Lonsdale Report, 9, Reverse top shell, x2 - See Poser Update. 


; DIARY DATES 
Fri 3rd Mar. Meeting. AGM and members’ night - The Year That 
Was. Presentation of slides, photographs, specimens, talks etc 
by club members relating to our activities in 1999. Supper 
Roster - Genny and Greg, 
Sun 5th Mar. Excursion. Aboriginal Caves at Mt Langi Ghiran. 
Leader Claire Dalman. 
Sat llth - Mon 13th Mar. VFNCA Campout, Geelong. 
Tues 21st March. Excursion. Yarrowee Creek. Checking out 
ready for Heritage Festival. 
Sun 26th March. FNCV Excursion. Collecting Fossils in the 
Geelong Area. Batesford and Waurn Ponds Quarries, Abundant 
marine fossils including the occasional shark tooth. Batesford 
Quarry has yielded an extinct 15 million year old whale 
skeleton. See Brian Andrews for further details. Intending 
participants MUST REGISTER with Rob Hamson on 9557 5215 by Sat 
25th March, numbers limited to 50. 
Tues 28th March. Committee Meeting. Joan and Brian’s, Durham 
Lead, 7-30pm. ; 
Sun 2nd April. Heritage Festival, Natural History Stroll, 
Yarrowee Creek. Starts 10 am, Creswick Plaza, NO CHARGE. 


Fri 7th April. Meeting. Tasmanian Trip. Speaker Ern Perkins 
Castlemaine FNC, 


Sun 9th April. Excursion. Ballarat Gardens. 


FEBRUARY MEETING POINTS 

*1 Greg Binns attended meeting concerning Lake Wendouree 
North Gardens, which are planned to be constructed soon. ¥*2 
John Mildren gave a positive report of the recently constructed 
Canadian Wetlands Reconstruction at BU/Data Centre at Mt Helen. 
*3 RFA hearings to be heard on 18th Feb, deadline for written 
submissions is 25th Feb. The club will be putting together a 
submission. *4 Trust For Nature subscription/donation renewed. 
*5 The book "Orchids of Anglesea" purchased for the club 
library. *6 "Flora Of Victoria, Vol IV" also purchased for the 
club library. *7 Club donated $20 towards Aust. Nat. Hist. 
medallion, nominations requested, Greg Binns is our 
representative. *8 BFNC definitely getting Spring 2002 
campout. *9 Ern Perkins, Castlemaine FNC, (Pat’s brother), has 
been awarded OAM. ¥*10 Treasurer’s report - everything OK. ¥*11 
Nick Jashenko, DNRE, is continuing negotiations for Lal Lal 
landlease (near the anchor plants) to cease. The area will be 
set aside as a reserve. Management Plan for the site to be 
formulated. An on-site meeting is to be announced. Early 
management will probably include burning to promote 
regeneration of native vegetation. Balance of CMA money to go 
pl 


into management fund. *12th Feb. excursion rescheduled due to 
the tide. *13 Supper Roster to be filled in please. *14 FNCB 
members will be leading a "Natural History Stroll", along the 
Yarrowee Creek, starting 10 am, 2nd April, as our contribution 
to the Heritage Festival, "Pastimes of Ballarat". 


FIELD REPORTS 

Little bitterns, Fairyland/Lake Wendouree. 1 bird 15th 
Dec, Ken Kraaijeveld, Jan-Feb up to 3 birds Ian Ashton, Greg 
Binns, Ken Hammond. Also 3 blue billed ducklings, Ken ; 
Hammond....now 0, Ian Ashton. Copperhead snake, Jan, lying in 
sun, wriggled away, in Begola Wetland, Ocean Grove. Eileen 
Anderson. Small flock of yellow-rumped thornbills, and 5 
conmon Bronzewings, Jan, Mt Helen, John Mildren. The fungus 
Amanita ochrophyla, 28th Jan, Near Durham Lead Gravel Reserve, 
following recent heavy rain. Bladder or Tadpole snail shells, 
(Fam Physidae), which are sinistral, 6th Jan, Winter’s Swamp - 
Which was dried out. No other shells found. By contrast a 
bottle full of shells from Lake Colac, March ’99, appeared to 
be all Gill breathing snails which are dextral, Brian Andrews. 
Heliotrope moth, 4th Feb, Durham Lead, Joan Andrews. Grapevine 
moth, 4th Feb, Durham Lead, Kevin Andrews. Collared sparrow 
hawk with 2 young, Feb, Bungaree, Les Hanrahan. 3 Yellow- 
tailed black cockatoos in garden at Mt Helen - first time in 23 
years. 2 days later 3 were observed eating hakea seeds in 
front of house. Mid Dec, Frank Harrap. Female Satin 
Flycatcher feeding 1 young, Long Point Flora Reserve, Jan, 
another female seen later at another reserve, John Gregurke. 
Pair of wedge tailed eagles, Mt Egerton, Jan, Paul Norquay. 
Silver eyes and eastern spinebills enjoy the birdbath nearly 
everyday, home garden, Doveton St, Pat Murphy. Rufous fantail, 
30th Jan, St Georges Lake, Ken McDonnell. 


SEA AND SHORE BIRDS. 

Ian Ashton was our speaker for our February meeting. He 
explained that when English visitors stayed with him they 
decided to have a tour along the Great Ocean Road. First stop 
of course was at Werribee sewerage works, probably the best 
place in Victoria for observing waders. 

We quickly moved to Queenscliff and a snapshot of the car 
ferry. Getting onto birds we had short tailed shearwaters, 
pelicans, crested terns, banded stilts etc. We then back- 
tracked to Moolap for black winged stilts, red necked avocets 
etc. Going out into Port Phillip Bay we saw gannets resting on 
a man made structure and mention was made of the fact that a 
Cape gannet has also been observed in the Bay. We saw waders 
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at Mud Island and black faced cormorants on the Chinaman’s Hat. 
Swan Island is good, but it is supposed to be restricted to 
army personnel and members of the golf club - so it pays to 
have a bag of clubs in the back of the car! At this stage we 
were shown red necked stints, pied oystercatcher, sharp-tailed 
sandpiper, ruddy turnstones etc. 

Progressing to Point Lonsdale and Black Rock we were 
shown striated fieldwren, straw necked ibis, red capped plovers 
and sanderlings, - they have no hind toe and can often be 
identified by the way that they run up and down the beach in 
front of waves. At Anglesea we saw the little tern, and at 
Bell’s Beach we saw surfers. Onto Airey’s Inlet for the 
lighthouse and an echidna digging half way up the cliff. With 
a picture of a rufous bristle bird Ian turned the tables and 
asked us what it was. 

Heading further west we were shown southern right whales 
at Warrnambool and caspian terns - Peter Billings wanted to 
know if they came from the Caspian Sea! We were also shown 
sooty oystercatchers and told that their numbers seem to be 
declining rapidly. 

Heading towards the border we saw the gannets on Lawrence 
rocks and were pleased to hear that the colony has been so 
successful that it has now expanded to the mainland. From 
Portland we were taken out into the Southern Ocean to the 
Continental Shelf where the water is rich in plankton. Ian 
showed us wandering, yellow nosed and black browed albatross - 
the latter included the dark eyed subspecies, melanophrys from 
southern islands and the rarer pale eyed form, impavida from 
New Zealand. Smaller birds included fleshy footed shearwater, 
cape petrel and slender billed prion. 

Back on shore in the Port Fairy -. Cape Bridgewater area, 
Ian showed us the four rarer penguins he had seen there 
including the royal. Ian thought it fitting that he should 
finish with a sunset - but we had a sunrise instead, but it 
didn’t matter, we all enjoyed the talk and were thankful to 
Ian. We then all adjourned to supper where Ian was able to 
enjoy some coffee and cake! Brian Andrews 


POINT LONSDALE ROCK PLATFORM EXCURSION...AND MORE 

As the twenty or more excited members followed their 
leader, Clarrie Handreck and his assistant, geologist Ken Bell 
down the path to the permanently exposed rock face, it was 
notable just how adaptable to all weather conditions 
naturalists had become. At.the time of our departure from 
Ballarat, the weather showed promise of a fine day. As we made 
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our way, with great care around the rock platform below the 
lighthouse, the wind was keen and the clouds out to sea were 
indicators of worsening conditions. 

Ken Bell informed the group that the exposed cliff face 
and. reef were composed of Aeolian sandstone of recent origin, 
-namely approximately 20,000 years ago. At the height of the 
last ice-age the sea was somewhere in the vicinity of fifty 
miles south of its present position. The prevailing winds 
carried vast amounts of sand, forming dunes that have 
consolidated into siliceous sandstone. Much of the overlying 
rock of the Victorian coastline is composed of this rock. A 
characteristic of this rock is the absence of fossils. Ken 
stated that the most recent seismic surveys indicate that in 
the period of the last glaciation the Yarra River followed a 
path that took it through what is now Port Phillip Heads. 

Our first stop was made at the permanently exposed rocks 
and cliff face where Clarrie described several small shells 
that require only the occasional exposure to sea spray. The 
first of these was Noddilittorina unifasciata which lives above 
the tidal zone. Immediately below were clusters of mussels, 
Austromytilus rostratus, and common or variegated limpets, 
Cellana tramoserica*. Three species of siphon shells were also 
present at the high tide margin. These were Siphonaria 
diemensis, S. tasmanica and S. zelandica. These are air 
breathing animals. Other animals of the high tidal zone were 
members of the family Trochidae or Top Shells. Among these 
were Euchelus aspersa*‘ or Pearl Euchelus, and the following 
Austrocochlea, namely, Austrocochlea constricta‘’ (Ribbed To 
Shell), A. odontis® (Checkered Top Shell) and A. adelaidae 
(Adelaide Top Shell). Other Top Shells observed were Clanculus 
plebejus, and Turbo undulatus (the Warrener shell). 

As we moved out onto the rock platform itself the range 
of creatures became more diverse. An interesting specimen was 
the shell-less mollusc, Onchidella patelloides, which was about 
one centimetre in length. Clarrie showed us two small members 
of the Murex family, Lapsiella vinosa and Thais orbita. 

Several larger examples of the Short Spindle Shell, Pleuroploca 
australasia’, of about eight centimetres in length were found 
in larger rock pools. 

Lending a little excitement to the scene was an adult. 
bait crab, Plagusia chabrus, caught by Kevin Andrews. Other 
encounters with crabs were several small Spider Crabs, 
Haliarcus ovatus, and Sea Star, Patiriella eating a juvenile 
shore crab. Clarrie also found an interesting Sea Star that 
has been practising the art of cloning long before scientists 
considered the concept, Allostichoster polyplex reproduces 
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itself by division. It is probably not much fun but it works. 

Among other animals found by Clarrie, Ken Bell and our 
intrepid Treasurer, John Gregurke, were Elephant Tongues, 
Scutus antipodes, Brittle Stars, Clarcoma Cano BiCul ane 
several Chitons including Plaxiphora albida’’, a bivalve, 
Barbatia pistachia“, a juvenile abalone, Heliotis rubra and a 
small Sea Urchin, Heliocidoris erythrogramma. 

Many beautiful and varied species of Algae were present 
in the rock pools and provided food for a wide range of 
animals. 

Off shore large numbers of Short-tailed Shearwaters were 
feeding in the company of Australasian Gannets. 

Also noticed offshore were some particularly ominous 
heavy grey clouds. As umbrellas were unfurled and the wind 
chill scarified the faces of the group, we made our way back to 
the car park for a well deserved lunch and cuppa. 

Following lunch, most of the party returned to Ballarat 
with the exception of a small group of stayers who made their 
way to Black Rock to find some wading birds. We were not 
disappointed. Although the wind made us very aware of the 
impact of wind-chill factor, we were able to get excellent 
close-up sightings of Sanderlings, Red-capped Dotterels or 
Plover and a small flock of Ruddy Turnstones. Other birds 
present were Silver Gulls, Big Black Cormorants, Pacific Gulls 
and three White Ibis. Feeding on insects among the very dark 
basalt that gives the site its name was a pair of White-fronted 
Chats. Along the beach we found three dead Little Penguins and 
the remains of four Short-tailed Shearwaters. Kevin combed the 
jetsam and found sea urchins and several shark egg cases. 
Returning to our vehicles Brian was seen to be eating berries 
of Coast Beard Heath. 

Returning along Black Rock Road the party drove to a 
landing at Lake Connewarre where the count included Black 
Swans, a Pelican, Two Crested Grebes, a distant observation of 
a spoonbill, two Spotted Doves, several female fairy wrens, two 
White-faced Herons and two Little Black Cormorants. A further 
detour was made to Hospital swamp where many waders were 
present but most beyond the scope of our binoculars. 

Australian Shelducks were present and possible sightings of 
Sandpipers and Masked Lapwing were made. 

A short visit was made to the hide on Belmont Common to 
try to see some Snipe. We observed Chestnut Teal, one with six 
ducklings, thirteen Masked Lapwings, Black Ducks, a White Ibis, 
Eastern Swamphens, Eurasian Coots and Dusky Moorhens, three 
Latham’s Snipe and a male Fairy Wren. 

The pen-ultimate stop of the remaining car and occupants 
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was made to the Balliang Sanctuary and Yollinko Wetland. It 
was pleasing to be able to observe Rainbow Lorikeets. Nesting 
boxes have been placed in the Red Gum trees. Not so pleasing, 
however, was the sighting of a family of cats in the reed beds 
slightly downstream of the ferry landing below the bridge. The 
wetland provided us with views of a Red-browed Finch. It also 
provided us a view of a snake which Kevin found under a piece 
of carpet. Kevin said that from its colour it appeared to be a 
Tiger Snake. 

Final observations were made of a feeding frenzy of 
famished Field Nats in a communal feeding site in Shannon 
Avenue,Newtown. In summing up, the day was very successful and 
we are indebted to Clarrie Handreck and Ken Bell for giving us 
their time and the benefit of their expertise. 

John Mildren 

Superscripts in the above article refer to illustrations 
on the front cover. The Illustrations were obtained from 
*Marine Molluscs Of Victoria’, by Macpherson & Gabriel. 
Question marks indicate suspected name changes. Ed 


MARGARET’S MEDAL 


Studying a map 
of the wildlife 
reserves at the 
Clunes Swamps 
are Mr. Tom 
Evans, M.L.A. 
(centre), with 
our President 
Dr. Frank Harrap 
and Vice-Presi- 
dent Margaret 
Rotheram. 
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During lunch at Point Lonsdale, Claire presented Margaret 
Rotheram with a medal for dedicated service to the FNCB. 
Margaret has now moved to Drysdale in search of milder weather, 
but she is still a member, she keeps in touch and was able to 
join us for our Pt Lonsdale excursion. 

I can’t say how long Margaret has been in the club, but I 
can say that she was secretary in 1976 and 1994. She was Vice 
President in 1981 and 1982. ‘The picture on page 6 was copied 
from the June 1981 newsletter and illustrates how active she 
was. Submissions from FNCB and other groups saved Clunes Swamp 
from development. Greg gave us an indication of the worth of 
Clunes Swamp during the last members night. Margaret continued 
working on the committee until she moved last year. 
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Margaret provided many articles for the newsletter and 
led many excursions, including the recent Feb ’99 bay trip. 
Most of us however have appreciated her the most for her 
friendly nature and the fact that she was always eager to 
please everyone. Brian Andrews 


POSER UPDATES ‘ 

Wasps. March ’99. Land For Wildlife, Sept/Oct 
"99, revealed that 120 000 Euro’wasp parisitoids 
Sphecophaga vesparum have been released since 1989 
- but unfortunately their establishment has not 
been demonstrated, so further research is needed. 
Sinistral Shells. March ’98. An article in Nature 
Australia, Spring 1999 reports that more LH species 
evolve from groups with tall slender shells than 
from groups with low globular shells. It seems 

that individuals with low shells prefer to mate 
face-to-face, while tall individuals favour a 
mounting approach, and the mounting method provides 
more opportunity for LH species to evolve. 
Above is another Vic LH species Notosinister maculosa. BDA 


FEBRUARY POSER 

The bugs were 1.Aphid 2.Praying-mantis 3.Dragonf ly 
4.Cicada 5.Click-beetle 6.Louse 7.Bull-ant 8.Rhinoceros- 
beetle 9.Cockroach 10.Termite 11.Bombardier-beetle 12.Mole- 
cricket 13.Grass-hopper 14.Stick insect 15.Crane-fly 
16.Flea 17.Butterfly 18.Weevil 19.Hover-fly 20.Earwig 
21.Silverfish 

And there was A SLATER lurking in the shade. BDA 


MARCH POSER....ELFIN’S CRAZY QUIZ! 
See if you can make three animals, two birds and one 
plant from the following:- 
1. A flat cat. 2. Flown by boys and girls. 3. No noise. 
4. A brew found in a plant. 5. Frozen cricket player. 6. Not 
a truthful girl. Elfin 


aa KK K---— FNCB ---------- **F-——-----~— 
Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie, the NW 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, VICROADS 254 F8, commencing at 7-30pn 
Brcursions depart fron Creswick Plaza, VICROADS 255 K10, at 9-30 an, unless specified otherwise, 
Committee; Claire Dalnan (President).. , Greg Binns (Vice President).. » Pat Murphy 
(Secretary). » John Gregurke (Treasurer)... , Brian Andrews (Bditor),. » Helen - 
Burgess, Naureen Christie, Lyndsay Pink, Caro] Hall, John Nildren. 
Postal Address: PO Box 328K, Ballarat West, 3350 j Inc Reg Ho AQ014919P 
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